CHAPTEB XI

BURSTING OF THE STOEM

THE Chibcha nation was at peace. There was a
truce between the two sovereigns. A strong force
guarded the western frontier. The fields, with their
growing crops, stretched for leagues around the
Zipa's capital. The villagers were all at work,
happy and contented. The lofty houses of the
Usaques, scattered here and there, rising out of
clumps of trees, enlivened the landscape. Over
the mountains trains of laden wayfarers might be
seen passing to and fro, frequenters of the distant
markets. From the salt-mines of Nemocon and
Zipaquira, down the Opon River to the market
on the Magdalena, there was a ceaseless flow of
commerce. Cotton, gold, and tropical fruits came
in return, coca and wood for lances came from the
eastern forests, while the products of the Chibcha
pottery factories and cloth industries went down
in exchange. A busy hive of industry: all
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